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Summary  
This report discusses the process of building a Flash powered web site called Site Showcase which 

aims to showcase some of the top web sites on the internet. Topics include user experience, 

content, structure, visual design and user testing. 
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1. Abstract  
Site Showcase is a new web site which wants to showcase the top web sites on the internet and will 

mainly be focussed around student submitted work. 

The reason for choosing this as the subject is that it is very important for students to get their work 

άƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ǘƻ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ Ƨƻō 

offer depending on the quality of the web site they have produced. 

Students often want to see the work that other students have produced in order to get ideas and 

inspiration for their own work or just enjoy the web sites that their peers have produced. 
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2. Goals 
Site Showcase hopes to become an inspirational showcase of some of the top web sites on the 

internet. This will be achieved by providing an overview of five top web sites which will include 

screen shots, a ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ 

Being a web site that people in the web community will visit, it should be attractive and user friendly 

in order to proǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǇ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜǎΦ LŦ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ 

showcase web site is any good, they are likely to not even look at the web sites on offer and just 

leave. 

There should be a link on the home page that users can use to submit work for possible future 

inclusion. 

The user should always know where they are on the web site and the navigation should be simple to 

use. 

In summary, the goals are: 

¶ Showcase of work including screenshots, ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ web site 

¶ Should be attractive and user friendly 

¶ Link on the home page to allow users to submit web sites 

The user should always know where they are on the web site 
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3. User Experience  

3.1 Audienc e 
The web ǎƛǘŜΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ web site designers who are looking to get their work out 

to a wider audience in order to gain recognition and attract potential clients who may visit the web 

site. Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

The age range of this audience would typically be young adults (20 ς 30) who are starting out for the 

first time in the industry after completing a university or college art and design course. Some 

designers may be younger or older this, and some may not have been on an art and design course, 

but have taught themselves what they know. 

¢ƘŜ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǾƛŜǿ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ 

contact with them if they liked what they had done. 

3.2 Competitive Analysis  
There are many web site showcases on the internet today which makes it difficult for a new 

showcase web site to be noticed. The majority of these web sites showcase a new web site every 

day and provide an archive of previous web sites. 

Site Showcase will be different in that it will showcase five web sites at a time. This could then be 

ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΦ tŀǎǘ ǘƻǇ ŦƛǾŜΩǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ 

reference. 

A lot of the existing web site showcase web sites are made using HTML instead of Flash, for example 

the Computer Arts Gallery (http://www.computerarts.co.uk/gallery/gallery_2/) or the wŜŦǊŜǎƘϰΥ 

New Media Showcase (http://www. refreshlinks.org.uk/). Flash can be used to provide a seamless 

experience while exploring through the web sites which can be difficult to achieve in HTML alone. 

Four different web sites have been chosen and a competitive analysis taken of each which can be 

found below. 

http://www.computerarts.co.uk/gallery/gallery_2/
http://www.refreshlinks.org.uk/
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3.2.1 University of Leeds New Media Student Showcase 

Figure 3.2.1.1 ς University of Leeds New Media Student Showcase 

(http://newmedia.leeds.ac.uk/studentshowcase.cfm) 

 

Figure 3.2.1.1 shows various samples of student work, ranging from poster campaigns to interactive 

flash games. Each work sample on the web site contains the title of the piece, the designers(s), a 

short description and a teaser image which you click to view the work or in cases were the work is 

not suitable to be displayed in its original form (E.g. CD Rom media), it has screen shots and 

photographs of it. The work is displayed in a pop-up window. The web site would have been better if 

the descriptions were expanded with more information and contact information for the designers(s). 

Site Showcase will be similar in terms of content, but will dedicate a page for each web site and 

provide more screen shots along with a way to contact the author of each piece. 

  

http://newmedia.leeds.ac.uk/studentshowcase.cfm
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3.2.2 Computer Arts ɀ Gallery  

Figure 3.2.2.1 ς Computer Arts ς Gallery (http://www.computerarts.co.uk/gallery/gallery_2/) 

 

The Computer Arts Gallery section as shown in Figure 3.2.2.1 shows work that has appeared in 

previous editions of the offline magazine of the same name. It is divided up into two sections: 

wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ work.  The featured work section has useful information about the 

designer including name, location, job, contact information, software used and a fairly detailed 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴƭȅ 

contains the title of the piece, the designers name and a short description. There is also a link to 

submit your owƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻƴŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ƳŜƴǳ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ƻƴ the Featured 

work section, all different designers work are together. 

Site Showcase will keep information brief and in a simple language so that it is easy to read for all 

users.

http://www.computerarts.co.uk/gallery/gallery_2/
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3.2.3 Favourite  Website Awards  

Figure 3.2.3.1 ς Favourite Website Awards (http://www.thefwa.com/) 

 

Figure 3.2.3 shows the home page of the Favourite Website Awards web site which is built entirely in 

Flash. It shows the most recent web sites that have been added which you can click to see the 

address of the piece, the company who created it and a short description. Highlighted on the web 

site thumbnails are Site of the Day and Site of the Month which communicates to the user the best 

pieces on show. Another useful feature is the Add to Dock button which allows you to save the web 

site to a dock which you can come back and access later. 

Site Showcase will be built completely in Flash too because of the endless possibilities of seamless 

interactive content you can build with it which are not possible with HTML alone. 

http://www.thefwa.com/

