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Summary

This report discussdhle process of building a Flash powered web site called Site Showcase which
aims to showcase some of the top web sites on the internet. Topics include user experience,
content, structure, visual design and user tegtin
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1. Abstract

Site Showcase is a new web site which wants to showcase the top webrsitee internet and will
mainly be focussed around student submitted work.

The reason for choosing this as the subject is that it is very important for studengs tioegy work
G2dzi GKSNB¢ G2 LRAISYdGArft SYLiz2eSSa Ay GKS K2LIS 2
offer depending on the quality of the web site they have produced.

Students often want to see the work that other students have produced inrdalget ideas and
inspiration for their own work or just enjoy thgeb sitesthat their peers have produced.
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2. Goals

Site Showcase hopes to become an inspirational showcase of some of the top web sites on the
internet. This will be achieved by providian overview ofive top web sitesvhich will include
screenshotsaRS A ONR LIJGA 2y 2F SIOKX Ff2y3 gA0GK  tAy] G2

Being a web site that people in the web community will visit, it should be attractive and user friendly
inordertopra®S A0 Qa ¢2NIKAYySaa a | (2L NBa2dz2NOS T2N A
showcase web site is any good, they are likely to not even look at the web sites on offer and just

leave.

There should be a link on the home page that users camausebmit work for possible future
inclusion.

The user should always know where they are on the web site and the navigation should be simple to
use.

In summarythe goals are

f Showcase of work including screenshdts RS & ONRA LJGA 2y | yWRebsitef Ay (2
1 Should le attractive and user friendly
1 Link on the home page to allow users to submit web sites

The user should always know where they are on the web site
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3. User Experience

3.1 Audience

Thewebd A 1 SQa YI Ay | WN&bSiiedesigier? i yir® IBokiagihd gét théirSvork out

to a wider audience in order to gain recognition and attract potential clients who may visit the web

site. LG g2dzAZ R Ffa2 o6S | a2d2NOS 2F AYALANI GAZ2Y FT2N F

The ageange of this audience woulgpicallybe young adults (2§ 30)who are starting out for the
first time in the industry after completing a university or college art and design cobosee
designers may be younger older this, and some mayot have beeronan art and design course,
but have taught themselves what they know.

z

¢tKS 4SS0 aAuS Aa Ffaz2 K2LISR G2 FG4GNXOG LROGSYGAlf
contact with them if they liked what they had done.

3.2 Competitive Analysis

There ae many web site showcasen the internet today which makes it difficult for a new
showcase web site to be noticed. The majority of these web sites showessewaeb siteevery
day and provide an archive of previous web sites.

Site Showcase will be diffamt in that it will showcase five web sites at a time. This could then be
dzLJIRIF GSR 6SS{1fte 2N Y2y (iKfeé RSLISYRAYy3I 2y RSYFIYyR® t
reference.

A lot of the existing web site showcase web sites are made using HTML ingtdadh, for example

the Computer Arts Gallenhftp://www.computerarts.co.uk/gallery/gallery 2/orthew S ¥ NB a K n Y
New Media Showcasétfp://www. refreshlinks.org.uky. Flash cabe used to provide a seamless
experience while exploring through the web sites which can be difficult to achieve in HTML alone.

Four different web sites have been chosen and a competitive analysis taken of each whieh can b
found below.
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3.2.1 University of Leeds New Media Student Showcase

Figure 3.2.1.%, University oLeeds New Media Student Showcase

(http://newmedia.leeds.ac.uk/studentshowcase.dfm

STUDENT WORK SHOWCASE

Below are samples of student work. Click on images to playlexpand in new window.

DEAD INTEGRATED COMMUNICATION by Danny a“; 'b"h

Bladkman, Tom Cavill & Tom Downes
DE&AD Winning Work. Click to view Print Work

LEARN PUNJABI CD ROM by Savroop Kaur

A CD Rom designed to help children leam Punjsbi
UNIBANDS.CO.UK by Michsel Pumo

A dynamic website to help promote student bands.

POLITICAL AWARENESS by Hannah Pattinson
A series of animations and educational pack to stimulate
discussion about politics in schools.

TROPICAL WORLD WEBSITE by Eleanor Jadson
Animated website to promote Tropical World in Leeds.

Let’s learn

Punjabi

Done

@ New Media BA Honours, University of Leeds - Mozilla Firefox DD E]@
Fle Edit View Go Bookmarks Tools Help delido.us M e ECL
@~ @ @ | [ http:/jnewmedia.leeds. ac.uk/studentshowcase.cfm V‘ L/' e 3

NEW MEDIA

BAHONOURS / UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

% | Home

About the course

Flash Presentation
Student work showcase
Graduate careers
Course details
Request course
brochure

News

Add your email address

below to receive course
news:

Information for industry
Student placements
Sponsor student prizes
About us

Staff

The Institute of
Communications
Studies

Contact us

Current students

Intranet

vith surt from:
TION™

=

Figure 3.1.1 shows various samples of student work, ranging from poster campaigntetactive
flash games. Eaahork sampleon the web site contains thtitle of the piece, the designgis), a

short description and a teaser image which you click to view th&wpin cases were the work is

not suitable to be displayed in its original form (E.g. CD Rom media), it has screen shots and
photographs of itThe work is displayed in a pap window.The web site would have been better if
the descriptions were expandewith more information and contact information for the designers(s).

Site Blowcase will be similar in terms of content, but will dedicate a page for each web site and
provide more screen shots along with a way to contact the author of each piece.
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3.2.2 Computer Arts z Gallery

Figure 3.2.2.%1, Computer Artg, Gallery fittp://www.computerarts.co.uk/gallery/gallery 2/

@ Computer Arts - September 2006 - Mozilla Firefox DD E]@
Gl

File Edit Mew Go Bookmarks Tools Help delido.us gﬁ e

<:3' v B @ @ E http: ffwww . computerarts.co,ukfgallery/gallery_2/september_2006 - ' g &

ﬂﬂ Choose Original HP 2-Packs -_‘— & [~
iiiii Click now and save B m

myfavourite
magazines.co.uk

2 GALLERY = CREATIVE DIRECTORY § # COMPETITIONS 2 ABOUT US
2 FORUMS 2 DOWNLOADS 2 IN DEPTH 2 CONTACTS

GALLERY
Bis Readers' uork
g s Submit your work @

!Ea Click
i, - here

Weirdink, "The Lost Battle” vou'" Iove
8 this month's
WEIRDINK

LOCATION Nettingham, UK ff '
JOB Illustrator/character designer o e rs -

CONTACT www.cpluv.com/www/profile /weirdink
SOFTWARE Iliustrator

i 1 Weirdink, aka Georgios Xanthos, is a 26-year-cld illustrator who graduated with a degree in Graphic

ﬂ‘ Design in 2005. He admits he was a big Photoshop fan for many years, but now lists his favourite software
‘;-’ as, "Caffeine OS5 X, Rollies Pro and Adobe Iffustrator”. So why make the change to a vector app like
Ilustrator? "Because vectors look damn sweet,” he says.
. i "When I was studying, my work was mostly done in Photeshop," he continues. "I soon came to realise that
. i I was doing nothing more than emulating my favourite artists. Then [ read the issue of Computer Arts with
i | the Tado cover and started refining my Iiustrator skills, learning more about gradients and stuff. It really
. ! was a turning point. Now vectors are my business, and business is good!"

THE LOST BATTLE "My first attempt at adopting a cinematic-type angle in my work. [ wanted to create a
5 something very dramatic and powerful, something that captured the tension. This was the first time [ used ]
< I E

Done PRIN/A [T pg | »

The Computer Arts Gallery section as shown in Figure.Bshaws work thathas appeared in

previous editions of the offline magazine of the same name. It is divided up into two sections:

wSI RSNDa ¢ 2 Ndork. Tfidfear8d wibritzbeRtifas useful information about the

designer including name, location, job, contadbrmation, software used and a fairly detailed
RSAONALIiAZ2Y 2F 020K (GKS RSaA3aIySNNa ol O13INRBdzyR Iy
contains the title of the piece, the designers name and a short description. There is also a link to
submityourow/ ¢2NJ] 6KAOK Aa Slae (42 FAYR® ¢KS ylF@Aaar .
a2YSoKIG O2yFdzaAy3a +a ¢gKSy e2dz FANRG 32 (2 (GKS 3
G2 aSt SO0 GKS NBFRSNI FNRY | RNRBL] R2thgFeaffeddz (12 OA
work section, all different designers work are together.

Site Showcase will keep information brief and in a simple language so that it is easy to read for all
users
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3.2.3 Favourite Website Awards

Figure 3.2.3.%, Favourite Website Awardtfp://www.thefwa.com/)

Figure 3.2.3 shows the home page of the Favourite Website Awards web site which is built entirely in
Flash. It shows the most recent web sites that have been added which you can click to see the
address of the piece, the company who created it and a short description. Highlighted on the web
site thumbnails are Site of the Day and Site of the Month which communicates to the user the best
pieces on show. Another useful feature is the Add to Doctobuwhich allows you to save the web

site to a dock which you can come back and access later.

SiteShowcase will be builtompletely in Flash too because of the endless possibilities of seamless
interactive content you can build with it which are not pddsiwith HTML alone.
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